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First Alumni Meet of IIT dhArwAD

Dr. Hiranya Deka, Faculty In Charge, Alumni Association

IIT dhArwAD endeavors to maintain a
strong connection with its alumni. To
maintain a strong relationship between
the institute and its alumni, and to
develop a strong network among the
alumni, the Indian Institute of
Technology dhArwAD Alumni
Association (lITdhAA) has been
formed. It is an association of all the
alumni of IIT dhArwAD. It is a non-profit
organization registered as a society
under the Govt. of KarnATaka. At
present, there are approximately 500
members, including the  four
undergraduate batches that have
graduated from the institute and the
MS and PhD alums. The objective of
the association is to maintain a strong
connection of the institute with its alumni, provide professional opportunities through the extended network
of the alumni, and to promote research and education.
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Inauguration of the Alumni Meet 2023

IIT dhArwAD Alumni Association held the first Alumni Meet on 29-31 December 2023 at the newly
inaugurated permanent campus of [IT dhArwAD. Our director, Prof. VenkappayyA R. dEsAi inaugurated the
event on 29 December 2023. Prof. Ravindra D Gudi, Dean of Alumni and Corporate Relations, [IT Bombay,
addressed the inauguration event as chief guest. Nearly 50 alumni from different parts of the country
physically attended the event. The event created a dynamic platform for fostering knowledge exchange,
promoting collaboration, and propelling the frontiers of research. The annual general meeting of the
association was held during the event. The association decided to open alumni chapters in the major cities
of India, such as Bengal Uru, Hyderabad, Mumbai, Delhi, etc. A focused group meeting was held on pivotal
fronts like innovations and start-ups, sustainable development, self-sustainable energy, and many more. The
alumni plan to exchange ideas with the current students on various fronts. It was also decided to start an
alumni lecture series for the benefit of the current students/alumni.

The interaction between the alumni and the institute facilitated necessary feedback to improve the academic
curriculum as per the needs of the day. A tree plantation program was arranged in lIT dhArwAD campus.
The exciting aspect of the plantation drive was - 27 plants linked to 27 nakshatras were planted in the IIT
dhArwAD campus. TATA Motors dhArwAD plant [a platinum rated plant by IGBC (Indian Green Building
Council)] gave a presentation on their net zero water and energy facilities at their manufacturing plant near
IIT dhArwAD. The event concluded with a cultural program with enthusiastic participation from the students
and alumni along with local artists from dhArwAD region.

Tree plantation during the alumni meet A group photo during the Alumni Meet
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Empowering Education: The Hubballi-dhArwAD Success
Story of Transformative Mathematics Tool Implementation

in Government Kannada Medium Schools
Prof. Vijeth J Kotagi; Department of Computer Science and Engineering, IIT dhArwAD

The educational content translation into Indian languages to bring a world-class learning experience to every
Indian classroom is a dream joint initiative of IIT dhArwAD and Aveti Learning (https://avetilearning.com/).
Both organizations are currently working on several joint projects for educational content translation into
Indian languages, using the latest speech technologies and artificial intelligence-based approaches.

One of the major initiatives under this joint effort is the work towards, “Improving the Math Competency
through digital learning tools," is a groundbreaking project sits at the heart of this initiative. These projects
are supported by MeitY) under Bhashini, TIH, [IT Bombay (https://tih.itb.ac.in/), and McAfee
(https://www.mcafee.com/).

Led by Dr. Vijeth J. Kotagi and Prof. S. R. Mahadeva Prasanna of IIT dhArwAD, alongside Mr. Sibabrata
Choudhury and Mr. Biswajit Nayak from Aveti, this project aims to revolutionize mathematics education in
government Kannada medium schools across Hubbal Li-dhArwAD.

Our journey began with a profound understanding of the challenges faced by students and teachers,
particularly those in Class X. Through extensive consultations with educators, administrators, and local
experts, we identified the specific needs and pain points within the government school system. This
collaborative approach laid the foundation for a tailored solution designed to make a meaningful impact.

After meticulous research, we selected a dynamic mathematics tool designed by Aveti Learning Pvt. Ltd. to
cater to the unique requirements of govermment school students in the Hubbal Li-dhArwAD region. The Aveti
E-learning program provides supplemental digital educational resources in regional languages, including e-
learning content and interactive assessments, all aligned with the syllabus mandated by the local school
board. More than just a digital resource, this tool was crafted to complement traditional teaching methods
and provide a holistic learning experience. It is also well-tested, with over 100 schools already using it in the
state of Odisha.
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The implementation phase was a testament to collaboration and dedication. Teachers became the focal point
of our efforts. Comprehensive training sessions were conducted to ensure their seamless integration of the
mathematics tool into their classrooms. Our goal was not to replace the teacher, but to augment their
effectiveness by turning them into facilitators of an interactive and engaging learning environment. For the
pilot program, we considered 20 schools in the Hubbal Li-dhArwAD region and plan to extend it to over 50
schools in the next academic year (2024-25). Initially hesitant about incorporating technology into their
classrooms, teachers are quickly becoming advocates of the mathematics tool. It wasn't just a tool; it was a
companion that made teaching more impactful and rewarding. Professional development programs ensured
that teachers stayed abreast of the latest features, fostering a culture of continuous improvement.

The success of our pilot program in the Hubbal Li-dhArwAD region is largely attributed to the Government
officials and policy makers who allowed us to implement it in various schools. A heartfelt expression of
gratitude is owed to the Block Education Officer (BEO) of HubbalLi city Shri. Channappagoudar, and the
Block Resource Coordinator (BRC) of HubbalLLi City Shri. M S Shivallimath for their unwavering support.
Their visionary leadership, dedication to educational excellence, and proactive approach have been the
guiding forces that propelled the implementation of the maths tool in government schools. The BEO's
strategic vision and the BRC's hands-on involvement created a collaborative environment that allowed this
endeavour to flourish. A special note of gratitude goes to Shri. Biswajit Nayak, the visionary founder of Aveti,
and Sibabrata Choudhury, COO, Aveti. Their commitment to education and innovative solutions has been
the driving force behind the success of this transformative initiative. Biswajit's passion for leveraging
technology to empower students and teachers has left an indelible mark on the educational landscape. His
leadership and dedication have not only made the implementation of the mathematics tool possible, but also
set a precedent for impactful corporate contributions to education.

Finally, our success story is not just about numbers; it's about the tangible impact on individuals and
communities. Our pilot program in government schools became beacons of educational excellence, proving
that with the right tools and a collaborative spirit, we can bridge educational gaps and create a more equitable
learning environment for all. We extend our sincere thanks for their indispensable contributions to the success
of this groundbreaking initiative. It is through their leadership that the positive impact of the math tool has
been able to reach every corner of the education system, creating a legacy for the future of learning in our
region.








































